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The countability of abstract nouns and its acquisition difficulties: Research
with Japanese learners of English
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The countability judgment by Japanese learners of English is strongly
correlated to the distinction between concrete and abstract nouns. As learners improve in English,
they will learn to judge abstract nouns as count. Furthermore, properties that are common among
semantic categories such as boundedness and derivation types are unlikely to influence L2
countability judgment of abstract nouns. Rather, L1 interpretation of nouns may have stronger
effects after all. The study also found that some learners rely on intuition to decide noun
countability without drawing on contextual information; however, such learners are neither the
majority nor those with low proficiency.
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1. MERBYIIOER
AWFFEIL, BARGEAZE—555 (L1, KGEZH S 12) L T2FHFICL D 0GE4FAO R
PEDOBFIHONWT, HRLFNCESEZKRY . ZOM L SOFRREZALNCTLHZ EA2HMET
%, PEEEEEOMAICIL, SUIREMEOBME & Al EHEORIE I TE S, 4 F TE L OFATIZEN.
SR HE S5 22 T CHEREE OB EERA A L C X 72 (Huebner, 1985; Ionin, Ko, & Wexler,
2004), HARNSGEZEE X RIZ Lo, FHREN LN 5125 TUREMEIZIE L <
KAIEI 2 L D27 505, aJEMEOHMHIITEE L SR —ANRNE NI EREHRINTNVD
(Ogawa, 2014; Akamatsu, 2018), RIS AF O AfEMHWNEHE L2 Eid, BITFECTHEE
SN TERN, ZOEHACEBEERRICTIR LaFseida <. BARNRERIZH L7
S TR (Hiki, 1990; Lee Amuzie & Spinner, 2012; Ogawa, 2008; White, 2009).
PEREDOSEEITIE THRAFNIARRIE A, g0 72 E& CldZe < BRR 72 HHCfE 2 R
TIRAITAIE L LT s L3 5 (Ando, 2005; Yasui, 1996), & LFEED [HIK
P T x5 2L ORGTHSATFROEELZHE L TS0 ThiuX, L1 HAGE
OFABIEE (# - [B]72 &) ZFEUEIZ L T D A[EEMEDN B D, B ARGETIL 1| DO4 N EE ORI
CHEETELIW ARSI HOFEIOA), L, BHARFBOATFNES - AT T —
DRI L, NG OEEIC X > TAF O BRI R R N R TR 72y & LTV ST H
NTWDEMNETH D (Imazato, 2004), &S BRI ARRERFZEEZFE L TRVIZETS] 01D
FRARE IR R A T O T E L LRI L TR Y . Z OB L2 IZB W CRERICHE 2 52D Th
AU, HARANTGESEE I L o THISAFO A BEALBERIZE LW & TidenX 2 iclbh s,
2 G OE BT R OBEEICEE LT D, AR THIVUIAHE, IEERTHIUTRAHE & X
. BRMEIZAFIOEENEWICSHBE L T\, BEEEMS4 FITIRE - SBEEWw & AR D
BURICE D, 1 DX HITHISHIETE S Brinton, 1998; Paradis, 2001), L1-L2 L ¥ =
DFFFEIZEBNT, Al « RAaJROXBINLFAOFEEEHRE L CRESNTWD I ENER SN
THY, L2 TOMBLATFEZFHE LT, FEEDBEERICL > Tl EMEZ AR LT
HAREME A RME LTS (Hiki, 1990; Ogawa, 2014), TN 6D L, FEEEWRICESSHE
AL 2P EICL DA - RAREORBNIIHEN RSN AREEREZ bR D,

1 HRAFOIRE &G REOBIR

3 ReE FEHR | know > knowledge
fﬂ{% 172 FEBHR | guide > guidance
ERK - BliE H R arrive > arrival
= . - FEEHR | safe > safety
i W] BEpEY }iEI?E/\j REH) AR excellent - excellence
o FIMRE CUERD | AR | true > truth
i’g%:%gﬂﬁ éﬁ{iﬁé@ — medical € medicine

FERFIZLESTHRLELVOIL, ME S>> THRATFOBEWRICERERDH D, T7obbAaliE
{ET& 2 EHWTIUIENNDONENSI A TH D, BARGETIE, BEOEMRMEEZRTTZOIC4 5
\ZIRESS R, E/FE7e &) 24 9 (Kageyama, 1999), XTHEHYIC. #EECITSORIC L 5%%
PERC, TR T DA G ORI & > THRA T O A FAENRIE SN D728, FEEEWAEL Y
SR D BB & FEHE STV D (Grimm, 2014), HARNEZEFBEFIC L > THR LG O AIE
PEHIWT SR EE e DX, R SFERICHE S T, SUIRIEMZ T CTrl B M2 1l L2 o nuid7e
SRV E N LILZRU,

2. WEOAMN

AHFFEIX, L2 B X D HREMG A G O A BME OB IZ OV T, BEFEOMHESEZELE L,
HEEL UL, TRV TOSHAITH Z &Ik, FEEOBEEERELZHLMCL, #LE
DRREZERT L2 L2 HET 5, BERMIZIX, UTO 3 2O8LENHRET S,

2.1 L1 BB DO FregME

L1 AAGEN O OEBO M2 RS 720, T IXAAFEORELZT 5, BAFETIX, 522
BRIZEERIGA 2, B b —r 72380 s Ml & T2 Th D, =K FR S
THOBEEDEBIANZERI LT W0 E W) EENWTERIND, HE] IXEREDEE WA
BNHONEGRE 2 T IIEBHENATEE THIVEFEH TE 2720, [-o)] OfF &I 1§ )
KV IRWEER, 2004), E2EBHEOESWE, BERAZ 77— BHED, ), &k -
WK A2 77— Wl : [ HTr, HSEND)DELL LHETEEINIHKINS, 5T, [
BObLOL L THRADZENARED, BARDHEMEE L TLIEAD I ENTERVODN, &
S EBMIZ L o> TEBUEDES WA T A TEL W R 2 o0F R, B b 250
BR*FU 2 o0, 8725 2 o0R), Li=2->C, HulE ME) o) a4 imoit
ERBE, A 77— BEMHIC L 2MEBL45OMEINEDOEAEWEHRR, EEEWICKITH
S LB DO E S VIR D D DA RET D, UL TFORFARBRIET 5,



(1) FRAFTOERUEAFRETHIUT, To) LoLENFHE SN D,

(2) AR ESNLAFNIERULDEENDRE WD, i) ORBER S, SbIT, HEIE
AT 7 —OERARLEL, FE - REAOWMGIZE BT BERBIND,

(3) HAR L SN LAFNIEINLDOEENIMES, MEl] OFRBEIER, S HIT, EHER
27 7 —OFERRPIRLS, KUE - HRIEA X 7 7 =3B SN D, REIZIDBATT DR
PER. b LTREIC LA S ARSI,

2.2 BEL~)LOE

FEEBEWRICHES S HRMEN, L2 FEFIC L DG4 5O EIEHIENC LS KIF L TWDH O
DA HEE LV TTREET 5, SUEES T, AFOA[EEOFBB O CRG4 5 - g4 50 &
WO HFEMEDNTE Y, THRLAFAIATETH D oL ciidansd Z EnLun, s -
BELOXFNIEEANOBAENTHY, ZbELFEBFRILEOBREZOXRBNTEXL00, £
72 L1 TOH% - BLOXR L2 TORRE EDOREOMHBERRIZH DDA THL5 0B R H
b, Tl B ERRBERODT D EEONREHISELZ MR L, SUEE W I ISR L— L &
B4 25 A X SRBRE & TR - BB ORI &2 i C& 28 MEENICEENH 5 & T L, 75
FEEHAEOENVFEFIZE, % EROXICHLBUR TH D LTINS, TOMIZ, L2 %
BEOMME LT, AFOaEIEEARERRMEE E R+ 22N, BEEAIHK L- R
MEEDL IR THHEHAT D Z LR I TV 5 (Butler, 2004; Yoon, 1993), FH
FDEBEANZAFAO P EMEZ B LT D & T UL, ZOHIENIFEEEWROAF R IE & B LT
WD RREMER B D, AW TIE. BRI TO Z & 2HET 5,

(4) FEFIIHSR - BGOXFINTE D00, Z OB HIWHIX I GEE AL & BE 32 D,

(5) g - Gl L AlE - RREOHENL, EOREOHBBERIZH DD,

(6) L2 COEEZ2A[FEMEOHWNIX, AiOimg - EGopli EBHEL THhbH D0, b L<

X, FEEEWROAFMELEBIEL TV 00,

2.3 R VLD ELEE

L2 S E o BRI & R4 G OB E I LS < A R0 BIMR &2 Uk L~V THEEE S
%, L1 BEEEEEE OAFZE TId, IREE « BIE « FERR & W o TR T A2 R34 o RN & B
HELTWDZ ENRREZINL TS (Barner et al., 2008), LxL. L2 OHIZEETIZFD L H 7
BB RO > TE ST, AdOIRAE (Ginih - BEE) . b LI LLICBIT 2 EEEREOR
BRGL T O A FALOEN TH D AREME R ST D (Lee Amuzie & Spinner, 2013),
F 72 Butler (2002) 235 9 £ 912, L2 F=EENERIC LD rfBEMEZHET L WD O ThIUE, 4
SOOI A BCHIB L7 AT B & STIRIN TR L= i o a BT —%+ 5 & PRRENS, K
W7eTix, BARRICULTOZ L 2#Ed 5,

(1) RN O # O R EMHIENIL, FSEREWRICESS ARMEORELZ T L D0, Tht

b LFDOIRES A T DOEELEZIT DD,
(8) “FEEBIICNRIEHACHE D3, AN kT 2 EBH /BN S & AIRMEZ R ET D Db,

3. MEDFE

3.1 L1 EB D Areet

RG] TE) o) EHIBRAFHORERBIELZFHRLH-0, K2 OWELEIT-T-, FREICE

WT, 2IEE I3 fHD~] 320~ EWHLAFARER T, TOEZFTNARNE Y e T

B CHIMT L7 (D2 0 KA - AER - OXFER - Do 20 - ORHKR - BR - 720 B

W) Fio. Ml To) DS, ED X5 7ERE & T 200 A BRI 2 3% 72,
£2 HHFOERBET A2 N CHA LZ4FOREEB X OSNE Ak

A Y S T DN
KHE (n=10) o
WE 1 | BERE (=30 | BYE(1-10) B
AL (n=10)

REFIEAT (0=T)

DA TOEB | e g s ()

aJRAE (N=21)

2H§ 2 T‘H*ﬁﬁ/yﬁﬁ (D:7) H zlij\j('%l‘i
" R ok (n=24) 132 4,
B AED 2| et (o)

5 (n=24)

WIZ, ThBRAG & ER « KR - /IR A 2 7 7 — DRI OWTHEEZIT 72, £ 2 DIMER4
FOHYG, BEIRED 3 SOOI T Y =D, FNEN 5 ETOL4FERTE L7Z(N=15), AR
ARFASENBINM LTz, BINFIZIZA X 77— 22850 Y A NBPERIN, FNENA
FNCA D B A IR L7, £ OB, Biiid ezl L b X & Bhiao B sk () - EE
@D, D - fiF2) 2L Th vz E, VR NIAOBEGTEY) R ON BRI A
TAHZENFEREINT,



BB BN X DR ES VORI E LT o7, A X 7 7 — O L [AOA T 2] L.
AARNRKRFAEZILDBIN LT, Ailld, TRIC 2 2D~ 1] % 2 5O~ O THRR S 4,
B 2 WO TR SN (B R L 2 SO 2R 2D, 82D 2 DO EIRZ D),

ZINEITEN L DX %

3.2 HEE L~V E

ZINEITER 3 DY THD, L1 HAGFE,

ik, RIS ERINE O & T BB THIB LTz,

L2 WEEIZBIT 2 - S oW A Ehie L 7=,

A, AR LIZEWRD 7 2V =0 b 45 5 i, 51 60 823 E L7, BIE L7o4m 0 HAGE
AR FEEFRICBI LT, BIOFEEBRIC LV 8T 2D 2 & 2 HANcmR Lc, HIWRRE T

(2. EEOFEIZHES S BR4

BT, #h& - BROEL L&l Lz,
£ 3 AHWENEOSINE NE L SEEE BVE () TOEIC 2 =2177)

fil ERAFADOERZDA L7z LT, 7 F D~ T4 %

AR ELi AL~ WL~ Pk L~
R L1 HAGE | 344 (234) 304 (377) 44 4, (495)
FHERYERINT L2 JEiE 27 4 (235) 29 4 (382) 43 4 (497)
] B L2 ThEE 60 44 (221) 59 4 (340) 41 4, (550)
F£4 MR BRLFOBEWRLT IV —
45 (N=30) | Hh& Hisk= EHELATEA 7N B TERR
H545%] (N=30) N ENHEY JNER7)| H %) Bl 5P - HBA

L2 SEEEIZI 1T 2 rl RV HIBr A T, ISl & [RIsk o4 6 60 82 M L7z, 4hd
(2, BRI -s 2 &N 508 9 TES AIRAG - AiRAFROEREHH LI LT, YRR
WNOLAFAD AR « AATRO &5 6 )G EEAY ] Er L7z,

3.3 RV

SINEIL, PRI~V 21 4, P ERBIO LKL~V 25 L4 DF 46 4 TH D, RN TO
AL EPEHIERE O SN AFE, F5 0@V E 24 TH D, BEETIE, HOICHARFETX
REX EDTER S 4L, EAUTHE S TEXL ZFiA, Akt L TIELWE b Duiil%d . ANEw
a/an, B o @il o OV BIBIR Uiz, CARIZT X CAEOMER (a/an BN IEE) 5| & H ¥ X
FZEEIN, 74 T7—¢& L TENLSOET (the, o) PIEE LD L 0% 13HHAE LT,

SCIRNC O RIRPE MR E O %, EEA n] BRI 2 5506 U 7=, I L=4elid, % 5
D& FA A e %45 30 8, B4 30 Hoz 60 T, BRI 3.2 DAL RETH 5,

£ 5 SUIRNTO RIREMHIERRE O L 72445
KAE Bk AR
i fear, hope, respect, worry | drive, fight, search, move | promise, start, stop, win
.= | confusion, imagination, calculation, competition, | registration, decision,
PEREE | . ; . . ) : D o
intention, satisfaction discussion, observation application, recognition
4. WFERE

4.1 L1 BB O FIREMHE
BRIG & OIERBEIL 7T EBETRIO ., 27D REKRE-3, e BARE 3 & L THEl
L7z, £6IIFHT I —DFHRBELZRLTCND, TRTOMBAFTNZEBNT, [ME] O%F
REX~YAFTALRoTEY, WG4 FE H] TEALZLDOTEDEEFEBEGVDRE
W ERbnol, TO—HT, D] OFBEIL ME] L@, 77 ADfEZRLTND
ZENS, MBLFILEBILIZARETH D Z ERXbho T,
£ 6 R &G4 E O IR E

BEIR A AR - A B EIRA G ail L D 2
REAR EiHES
IRRE | @hE | EERk | RUEA | WRERAY | FAMRY | BAfR ks | e
HER | HFAER | AR | HFAER | AR AR | AR | GBDAR | AR
8] —0.98 | -1.04 | -0.57 | -1.38 | -1.38 | -1.52 | -0.36 0. 68 0. 51
S| 1.33 | 0.61 | 1.24 | 1.0l 0.54 0.15 1.96 1.79 2. 00

I, BRERZ LICHE RYEDBLAN SRR AT S & (i) 1[2BWT, ERITIREE - BifE
IV HEEBFRBENEEICEH VR, (D] Z R THD L, REBITER &R LV TRRBEND FER
Elro T, BMRFIRAEOMRA T CIL, AREIC L 2EN T M) TR T, T2 icBn
TiE, AR L SNDEBEREZFOLGF (B ELX) DGR, ARESND MR - FHAH




B Z R4 (B ESS, ELS) JVEBERESWVEWIFIERE o7, Ak
@Zf@THH%%ET%ﬁék ﬁ*ﬁ%'h? IBWT, g L R BIR A HDRF L 0 ARBERm V&
WORERIZ R > T, T b 3 FIHOIISRA 5 ORERERAIA FIME & JRIE O AR ORERN D
BETLHL, BARTWVNE I PEARMEBBEEL TWD LEIEFWUINRWRRE R T,

ME) To) BISAOBRIFOE I SN TIHBEIE TH 723, EIZ3 24 FI2oiTbh,
%, fE¥E, € L CEMEE - RBREZIRIENEN L BESNZ (R 1), BF - @I ER
FILZ IR DA ﬂé:iﬂttb B « #hl « AL & Vo 72T AT S AR JR T ORI E A
ﬁ}‘f{f:&ﬁbﬂoto I, FRERIBIXE) Y Z R 22 VAR AR B 13 C DR 2 4F £ 97, BEBRET
b5 TAL cl:ofﬂﬁl%'1K%ﬁ‘éﬁ¢%ﬂ75>§7bloto

KT TOMOERIFEOMHEIE (=250

(el TR BV | TFEE) PN
RAE 37.8% (42) 10. 8% (12) 51. 4% (57)
BE 75. 2% (185) 11.4% (28) 13.4% (33)
EERK 78. 7% (163) 1.4% (3) 19. 8% (41)

X5’77~@1ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ®%%li2@8ODED’C“&)ZDO{Zli)‘5’77~—’£’1§5ﬁﬁ’6é° D RIZBNT,
FEREEWROAETMEICEWTR 6N o7, L, &K - RIEA 2 7 7 —IZB LT, REED
TR - IEL Y ARICHEH ST o7, AR THDREBICKUE - RIEA 27 7 =7
A ST AR TH DM S U< Void AR iﬁ)ﬂﬁi“bfb\éﬁfﬁ‘éﬁﬁ?ﬁ)éo

F8 AHXT 7 —OEHEE (FEK)

BRAZ 77— | KK RIEA X 7 57— Z DA,
N 40% (159) 45.6% (181) 14.4% (57)
BE 43.4% (119) 17.5% (48) 39. 1% (107)
EERK 48% (109) 8.4% (19) 43.6% (99)

M X AR EA W ORAERS R, AR OLERRE L RIS 7 BTSN (3R
9), TXTDOEA FIZBNT, Hgibﬁgkbf%zéﬁ@aagﬂm< EOMBRA4F S
FEE LTI DDIIRARTHLIBERR -7, HFRUETHIERT 2 &, FE « BEO R
IZBWT, IRRED HNEME « R L W BRENE M- T2, [D) EHETEXHEASVIZEWT,
IRBE L FERRICITA BRI o 72, TR - Bie s Lo ERinN-SL Z &tk T, &
EAEBE LI K 2ol EZ2 NS, FORKE LT, LFOBRERZLZEICRELE-Z
ENFET NG, REEIL., BARZEDOLOZME LT < (B ¢ B, 2E) | %ﬁiﬁmbi
NAIP¥IE S Lhiﬁb\({ﬂ WE, B, £, %@{m@iﬁ”ﬁﬁm@#%b%bb DL oI, ER
IREHEAE RTERE & oERNEL . T TEZABLEREZEE L WAk %ﬂ%@
BT 2 EELZZICRET D ZLICED, BREN TN CLE-TmEEZDBND,

£9 [FAHE - REICKDEHMEORTRE

FILT 220D~ BiAh 250D~
RAE -0.73 1.16
E1E -1. 36 0.81
EERK, -1.23 0. 86

4.2 %%V/\/W)}%g

L1 HAGE, L2 HGEICET DGl Tl E%%ﬂiﬁ%k#méﬂal9L%,m:
92.9%) . S5l i?ﬁ%&#ﬂﬁéﬂé@ﬁﬂﬁbwt (L1: 93.6%, L2: 92.8%), L1 -L2 Thiig
PEHIBHIZ KR E RN 2N ERbh o723, FEREIZL - T :L%E#ﬁ%ht%@ﬁ%oko D
RO 121%, AFPETERSSEM TR NLEEZEZXLNSD B : city 1E THH) 72
T2 TR - 4l - i) art 1E T | -

0 0 @ g0 of @0

PR T - fam) ), £, #iE o, L
BREDENFIT L, SR E FRORE 0

o

OO x 359 < | iRV S E T
THEH, ZNALL L L2 TOHWOEN  §
LLTERNEZEEZLND, §
L2 BEFEICR T o RV & phgevE
FIT 1R EBIBIER 3 b o 72 (K 1), H
SF Y HRAFIIAAE, BRA5IT
AR W S AN D o7, Lol o
ZFNC K o> TFHRFEHAEIC L > T2 S o 0 %
DEEMAEL L, gLtz TH Ak L T T A pA T -
L. B LA TOARMR LTS p——

EOIIE S ST, B 1 SISEEHNT & AR O S




L2 HFETORBEMHEHW E B T TV —DORERICOWT, BG4I o 73U —HAlE
LY ST 0o T, MR A T, IRAEA E T 45 (worry, hope, respect, trust) 23R A]
HEHW ST WEREA S 7203, TOMO BT ) — TR FO X 9 722/ R 5/
Mmol, DFEV . MBAFTNEEOIC AR, RaE SN 256, TOHWNILT IV
—IZHEBET DL MHEEIZ LD LD TR WATREMEN R ST,

4.3 TRV DOEEE
SCHRAN C O ] EAEHIFERE OFEFLILER 10 DY TH D, Lix A 7, IREX A 7, BHRED
RHAEADR RS2, KRB - BIfEL V LERO TR AE L LTRSS 030 &0 9 R
‘Jonhotlz, o, IREZATORNEEL RO oz, DFEV ., HEFILFAEZ4
FNCBRET D74 e LTRSS T <, AEEFAZM G LT 0, i o51F 2 2
O (BF - 450 2 1 2O TET 20, AEHAEMG L6 bW JREX AT
DH BRI o7, L LUEAENNCRS & FrICEBE ORWFEFITIREZ A 71T
HAOMREMENH D& REZAIFE L LTHRIRT2Z e LVWMERNICH D Z E BRIz,
F 10 SCHURPNC o m] BRI T o0 SR IE A % (4 5306 45D

R R RS KOV B
HRAE BE =304 HRAE BE =34
iRt 1.4 2.1 1.9 2.3 3.0 2.3
BER| 1.6 2.7 2.3 2.1 2.6 3.1

SRV C 0w MBS . 44 30100 & WL 7= W oD (B EY mT LM T & E DR EE— BT A Dk
TE LI R, RS 24 D95, 2022« 24 HR—FT 25 &9 g iy —E
BRULTZZEEEN 3L, 16~18HN—FT DLWV I —FE B FEEN 44, FhL
SO 29 LTI AE e —BUI R b ie oo, EREA A EMEHIENICE > T\ h L bhvd 1T 4
DL, HREOERNSDILS 4T, EREICEHLINE D NEILT L ERAEICER LN &
Bomol-, Fio, EEEATEMEHW AT E A 7 - IREX A 7T ORIEM IR ST, fasef
HELTHALNRTWNNE, ARMESCEREFOAEICERRNI ENbY | LLIZBIT 54
FADOFRDEEL TV D afRerE N FBaRf S i,
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