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The purpose of this study is to reexamine the Japanese diplomatic history

around the Meiji Revolution period, by reconstructing the multinational relations based on a
multi-archival approach and reviewing them from the perspective of East Asian comparison and the
global history. The study examined the following cases: the diplomacy of the first American Consul
General to Japan Townsend Harris of 1856 to 62, the treaty negotiations of the Prussian East-Asian
Expedition of 1860 to 62, the activities of the first German diplomatic agent to Japan Max von
Brandt during the Japanese Civil War of 1868, and the commercial activities of the Yokohama-based
Swiss trading firm Siber & Brennwald of the 1860s to 70s. Through the research based on sources from
Germany, the Switzerland, the U.S.A, and Japan, a series of new sources were transcribed and
analyzed. Its research results have been published in articles or presented in conferences in

Japanese or English languages.
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