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This research focuses on Emperor Hirohito and his court during and after the
Second World War. It clarifies their views of the terms and time frame of the surrender, as well as
their perceived prospects for the postwar order. During the term of the grant, 1 collected
historical materials from several archives overseas. | also collated the complicated sequence of
events described in Showa Tenno Jitsuroku into a readily comprehensible calendar format.
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“Report on military establishments at

Karuizawa”

...a small airplane parts factory was
established December 1944. Aviation
school also established near airport and
about half an infantry regiment and half an
artillery regiment brought to Karuizawa and
housed in wooden barracks. Protesting
neutral diplomats led by Spanish
Ambassador were told this was only
temporary measure. Measures apparently
prompted by fear that Allies would land
parachutists or gliders on plateau at
Karuizawa which is adequate for such

operations.
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Tamon Suzuki, “Defining a P.O.W.: The
Aftermath of the Otsu Incident,”
International Workshop: POW and Civilian
Internees From the Viewpoint of East Asia,
Cambridge University, March 17, 2018.
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Tamon Suzuki, “Emperor Hirohito’s
“Sacred Decisions” and the Political Process
of Japan’s Surrender.” In Fifteen Lectureson
Showa Japan, edited by Kiyotada Tsutsui,
257-275. Tokyo: Japan Publishing Industry
Foundation for Culture, 2016.
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