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A constitutional and social study on the expansion of letter-style documents in
the early medieval period of Japan

SATO, YukKi
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In previous research, the history of Japanese documents was told in the
process of transformation from official documents in the ritsuryo system, and the conversion of
private documents to official documents in the medieval period. The aim on this study, on the other
hand, is to clarify the actual usage of letters in the ancient age, and to clarify the relationship
between official documents and letters through ancient and medieval Japan. This perspective is
closely related to the understanding of authority in the medieval period. This study discussed the
relationship between the Council of State (Daijokan) and the powerful families (kenmon) and the
multifaceted nature of the Kamakura bakufu ( from the perspective of documents styles: gechijo,
migyosho, and letters).
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