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the Warring States Period and Unification of Qin from Qin Clay Seals Excavated
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This empirical and inductive research on central and local government
organization as well as the prefectural system from the Warring States Period to the Unification of
Qin focuses on the Qin clay seals discovered in Xiangjia Xiang in the northern part of Xian in 1995
which are said to total around 6000. Over the 4 year research period, in addition to creating a clay

seal database, written historical materials and new materials such as bamboo slips and bronze
artifacts which have increased in recent years were utilized to add new knowledge to research on Qin
history.
There ig a lot of evidence that the Qin clay seals from Xiangjia Xiang belonged to Qin government
officials from the Table of nobility ranks and government offices, Han-shu. However, the seals also
uncover new information such as variations in establishment times and names. At the same time, the
seals give supporting evidence on the establishment time and names of the Qin Counties.
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