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The social system of Chu in the Warring States period as seen in the Chu
Bamboo-slip from Baoshan
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This study discussed the social structure of Chu in the Warring States
period by using excavated texts, especially based on the Chu Bamboo-slip from Baoshan. Concerning
Chu in the Warring States period, though many scholars have done researches depending on the
transmitted texts, they had to face the difficulty because the reference of Chu in the Warring
States period is quite fragmentary. In contrast with this, since the Chu Bamboo-slip from Baoshan is

the text describing trials, the system of government and religious rituals, we can get more
knowledge of the administrations and society of Chu that we haven’ t ever been able to get so far as
we have depended on transmitted texts. In this study, | proceeded to interpret the whole Chu
Bamboo-slip from Baoshan to make fundamental understanding, and then examined the social system of
Chu by mainly using the transcription and translation | made.
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