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A Historical Study of American Urban Housing Problems and the Civil Rights
Movement in the Mid-Twentieth Century
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This research project seeks to analyze African Americans® struggle for fair
housing in the United States, focusing on their relations with housing reformers in the
mid-twentieth century. The study involved the collection of primary sources concerning housing
issues from the Federal Housing Administration (FHA) and the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). Using these archival documents, this project considered the
significance of the Shelley v. Kraemer decision in 1948, in which the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that
no court could enforce a racial restrictive covenant, and which was a watershed for the social
uplift of African Americans. By reconsidering the Chicago Freedom Movement in 1966 as an urban
housing issue in the civil rights era, this study also showed that urban housing problems had close
relations to the civil rights movement.
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