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Expgrémental studies on the perforation technology in the Egyptian Predynastic
period.
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Stone crafts had a significant role to represent rulers’ social status in
the Egyptian state formation period during the second half of the 4th millennium BC. For craftsmen,
perforation was an essential technology to complete the prestige items such as beads and vessels. In

this study, the ancient perforation method that how to drill hard stones only by stone tools, were
reconstructed throughout use-wear trace analysis on stone drills found from the site Hierakonpolis
and experimental replications.

The early craftsmen at Hierakonpolis seem to have developed a rational method for their working of
stone. This not only made the drilling possible, but also made their labor more efficient, allowing
them to reach higher productivity to meet the demand of their patrons/rulers. The tools from
Hierakonpolis are a testament to the continuous ingenuity of the Predynastic craftsmen, and from
their study we learn to appreciate their beautiful products even more.
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