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Causal analysis of the impact of the bombing to Japan on social capital and
political participation using multi-level data
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What kind of legacies does the large-scale war violence leave to the
contemporary societies? Despite its academic importance, not many studies have examined the causal
impacts of the community-level war destructions. One of the reasons is that a war does not leave
random damages. To overcome this challenge, we utilized the naturally occurring variations of war
damages from the Bombing of Tokyo in 1945. Due to the indiscriminate nature of the Bombing of Tokyo
and many natural factors such as geography and weather, it generated as-if random variations if we
observed the damage at micro-level. We developed the neighborhood-level geographic data from the
aerial photography after WWII using remote-sensing technique, which is the most disaggregated
dataset ever produced. The results indicates that the heavily bombed areas show lower level of
contemporary socioeconomic indicators such as higher crime rates, higher unemployment rates, lower
average educational attainments.
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