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Drawin? from the principal investigator s research on electoral systems,
party organization, and the policymaking process inside legislative bodies, as well as the latest
scholarly development in the areas of political institutions, this research focuses on
representation of political minority groups, especially women. It sheds new light on the
institutional and political mechanisms to promote or inhibit minority groups’ political
participation, while analyzing the policy implications from wider political participation of
previously excluded political minorities. Using the cases of East Asian democratic countries, this
research quantitatively and qualitatively investigates descriptive and substantive representation of
women. More specifically, it conducts statistical analysis on women’ s political representation in
the two countries based on the new, original data sets as to Japanese and Korean politicians, as
well as field research, such as interviews and archival research.
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