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Understanding Political Conditions under which Candidates® Ethnicity Influences
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This research project examined effects of candidates®™ ethnic backgrounds on
voting behavior in elections, and how those effects are moderated by candidates™ party affiliation
and by different electoral systems. | conducted two survey experiments in 2017 and 2019 in Japan,
which produced three major findings. First, candidates® ethnicity influences any partisans® vote
choice more or less; second, the variations in effect size can be explained by voters® policy
preferences regarding ethnic groups, but its mechanism is rather complex; and third, this effect was

significantly attenuated under the Closed-list Proportional Representation system compared to that
under Fast-Past-the-Post system. These results were presented mostly in international conferences,
and the grant recipient is continuously working to publish them in academic journals.
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Moderated effects of the candidate's ethnicity on vote
by participants' policy attitudes on suffrage
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