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A Study on the Role of Medium-Sized Cities in the Urban System under Declining
Birthrate and Aging Population

Yonemoto, Kiyoshi
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The problems of declining birthrate and aging population mostly affect
regions other than large cities such as Tokyo. This study considers the sustainability of
medium-sized cities.

The analyses are based on theoretical (urban and spatial economic), empirical (including
questionnaire survey), and behavioral economic backgrounds.

Theoretical and empirical results indicate each city needs to attract (or keep) appropriate
industries taking its location and size into account. Also, by behavioral economic analysis, it is
argued that overpopulation can be caused by imperfect expectation of the people.
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