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Nuclear Plant Accident and Affected Social Groups: A Sociological Study of How
the Evacuated Family, Neighborhood and Business Respond to the Fukushima Nuclear
Disaster

Yoshida, Kohei
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No sufficient empirical study has been conducted on how the social groups -
families, neighborhoods, businesses - experience the devastating disaster in Japan. This project
carried out a series of research on how these three types of groups are affected by the ongoing mass

evacuation process, and on how they are responding to the situation. To that end, the study took a
sociological approach so that the "group” change is explained not only in its actual membership but
also in its symbolic representation. These processes were shown in the statistical and case study of

the groups that were evacuated from the area surrounding Fukushima Nuclear Plant.
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