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The objective of this research was to examine the question of * why does
Japan still retain the death penalty?” not only in terms of the criminal laws but also in terms of
court-martial and war crime trials.
This research resulted in four achievements. First of all, the linkage point between the Imperial
Jaﬁanese Army Courts-Martial and the French BC Class War Crimes Trial in Saigon was found. Secondly,
the reports of executions for A class war crimes, for which whereabouts had been previously
unknown, were discovered in a search of the National Archives at College Park in Maryland. Thirdly,
a spotlight was shined on the constitutional ruling of March 12th,1948 and clarified the fact that
historical and sociological background during this period of occupation were factors in the
retention of the death penalty. Fourthly, the history of dispute regarding death penalty in Japan to
the pregent was summarized, and arguments for both sides of the death penalty dispute were
presented.
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