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The Effect of Forensic Interview Method on people with Autism Spectrum Disorder
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According to the notification of Japanese National Police Agency, the
Supreme Public Prosecutor®s Office, and the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare(2015), an
interview procedure called "forensic interview" has come to be used in interviewing children and
people with special needs. However, there are few empirical studies that have examined the effect of
"forensic interview" in people with autism spectrum disorder (ASD). In this study, 21 university
students and 16 people with ASD participated. Participants watched a 1 minute video that depicted a
shoplifting and participated in a forensic interview which asked to report about the video. In order
to examine the quantity of the report that had been drawn from the interview, we analyzed the
number of Japanese-hiragana characters in the utterance of the participants. As a result, the
average number of hiragana characters in the whole interview was significantly smaller in ASD
condition than in the university students.
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