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Children are exposed to diverse types of evaluative feedback in their social

lives. Evaluations received from others are not always congruent with children’ s self-evaluation.
This research project examined developmental changes in children’ s response to incongruent praise.
The first two studies with children aged 4 to 12 years found that older children showed less
positive emotion than younger children when they were praised in a failure situation. It was also
found that there is a correlation between children’ s theory of mind and their negative response to
praise after failure. The third study with childcare workers and teachers found that their
evaluative feedback depends on children’ s characteristics and their own personality and mindset.
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