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Public opinions of suspect interviews and influencing factors on the opinions

Wachi, Taeko

2,800,000

This study examined how university students and the general public viewed
suspect interview techniques and whether their opinions were influenced by the suspects
characteristics. This project employed questionnaires providing the description of a conversation
between a police officer and suspect during interrogation. The participants were more likely to
regard psychologically recommended techniques (e.g., the interviews where the interviewer mostly
used open-ended questions) as preferable to their counterparts (e.g., the interviews where the
interviewer mostly used closed and leading questions). The participants’ opinions of the interviews
were influenced by whether the suspect had an intellectual disability, whereas the suspect’ s
criminal history and past affiliation with organized crime %roups had little effect on their
opinions. Thus, various suspect characteristics may have different effects on public opinion of
suspect interviews.
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Wean(SD) Wean(SD) t r
4.98(1.52) 3.35(1.60) 7.307 0.68
3.31(1.71) 5.11(1.51) -5.81™" 0.60
4.69(1.36) 3.50(1.17) 7.217 0.68
3.81(1.55) 5.05(1.15) -6.52"" 0.64
4.76(1.14) 4.24(1.24) 3.81™ 0.44
4.56(1.26) 3.94(1.20) 3.90™ 0.45
1= 7= 2018
*4p < _001.
Fisher
p < .001 2 19
19 2
2
32(52.5%) 19(31.1%) 51(83.6%)
0(0%) 10(16.4%) 10(16.4%)
32(52.5%) 29(47..5%) 61(100%)
2018
@
6
2 x 2 6
Fs (1,837) > 6.29, ps < .013, n ,&
> .007
Fs (1,837) > 5.57, ps < .019,n o, > .006
Fs (1,837) < 3.18, ps > .075,n n2 < .003
3
2 b ANOVA F
Mean( SD) Mean( SD)
¢ 5.37(1.33) 5.38(1.24) 2.61 18.61"" 2.15
¢ 4.83(1.38) 5.12(1.42)
¢ 3.17(1.47) 2.99(1.36) 7.98" 15.62™" 0.98
¢ 3.66(1.41) 3.28(1.44)
¢ 4.88(1.34) 4.89(1.43) 2.38 13.07™ 2.07
¢ 4.39(1.48) 4.68(1.46)
¢ 3.55(1.48) 3.43(1.43) 3.41 8.46™ 0.42
¢ 3.91(1.46) 3.66(1.50)
¢ 4.76(1.29) 5.00(1.28) 7.60™ 6.29" 0.023
¢ 4.52(1.35)  4.79(1.33)
c 4.84(1.33)  4.89(1.41) 5.57 9.72" 3.17
¢ 4.37(1.41)  4.77(1.38)
1= 7=
an= 417, "n= 424, °n= 417, 9n= 424
*p < .05. **p < .01. ***p < .001.
1= 0= 1=

0= 1= 0= 1



X 2 (4) =29.95, p< .001

o

0.64

®

2

4.17, p = .016,n , = .006

Fs (2,1366) > 31.09, ps < .001,n p > .004

Wald s x 2(1) = 9.71, p = .002, OR =

.98, Wald s x 2 (1) =8.78, p= .003, OR = 0.61, Wald" s x > (1) = 7.23, p = .007, OR

F(2,1366)=

6 Fs (1,1366) < 2.21, ps
> 13, n o’ < .002
p = .069
p = .026
4
2 b ANOVA F
Mean(SD) Mean(SD)
c 5.13(1.41)  5.34(1.38) 2.21 133.31™ 4.7
¢ 3.76(1.61) 3.50(1.59)
¢ 4.75(1.43) 4.43(1.60)
¢ 3.30(1.51) 3.08(1.56) 0.04 87.65™" 2.26
¢ 4.32(1.53) 4.50(1.59)
¢ 3.29(1.41) 3.38(1.57)
¢ 4.84(1.53) 5.03(1.51) 0.02 90.14™ 1.58
¢ 3.68(1.47) 3.57(1.54)
e 4.52(1.44)  4.40(1.51)
c 3.44(1.49)  3.14(1.52) 1.34 48.98™ 1.51
d 4.28(1.50)  4.27(1.62)
e 3.85(1.45)  3.87(1.55)
c 4.71(1.37)  4.69(1.39) 0.05 42.43™ 1.65
d 3.82(1.27)  4.02(1.35)
e 4.56(1.32)  4.44(1.33)
c 4.65(1.36)  4.61(1.45) 0.02 31.10™ 1.40
d 3.86(1.30)  4.01(1.30)
e 4.49(1.35)  4.35(1.42)
1= 7=

an= 680, "n= 692, °n= 461, %n= 463, °n= 448

*0 < .05. *p < .01. ***p < _001.
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