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This study aims to clarify the actual situation of the development of

Gakkoen” (school gardens) during the Taisho period while focusing on the aspect of the practice of
implementing new education. In order to confirm nationwide trends, this study conducted research
and analyses of schools’ history and resource materials at elementary schools. And we investigated
Gakkoen until now as well as similar facilities. The main result shows that the “ Gakushuen”
initiative, which was influenced by the Taisho new education program, was confirmed in elementary
school attached to Nara Women’ s Higher Normal School, and the relationship between such gardens and
educational activities that emphasize the independence was clarified. Gakkoen were found to be
promoted alongside the development of School forests in Nagano Prefecture, where Gakkoen were
implemented in a variety of ways in accordance with different purposes and forms that suited the
characteristics of the community and the school.
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