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Significance of experiencin? traditional Japanese music in the development of
expression during early childhood
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This study examined the significance of experiencing traditional Japanese
music in the development of expression during early childhood. The results of the study indicate
that children who encountered an unknown culture actively became participants in that culture. In
this study, the children repeated activities that reflected their physical senses when they produced

the sounds of Japanese traditional music and its related performances by experiencing its unique
singing style and learning how to imitate it. In regard to the systematization of children’ s
experience of traditional Japanese music, the study indicated the following needs: 1) designing
activities with characteristics of traditional Japanese music including singing and imitating for
passing on the tradition; 2) combining multiple characteristics and ensuring that children
experience the music multiple times; and 3) devising creative ways to develop and introduce
activities according to children’ s developmental stages.
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