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Analysis of the relationship between phonological awareness skills and reading
performance based on stimulus equivalence

Tanji, Takayuki
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The present study investigated the relationship between abilities of
phonological awareness and that of early reading Hiragana characters (i.e. Sei-on). The 239 early
childhoods who were from three-year to six-year old participated in this study. Reading abilities
were measured by the four tasks; reading single Hiragana characters, reading Hiragana words, anagram

sEelling, and Hiragana word-picture matching. Phonological awareness abilities were measured by the
three tasks; morae segmentation of words, morae isolation of words, and word reversal. The data
were analyzed using categorical regression analysis and structural equation modeling. The results
indicated that segmentation performances strongly affect reading single Hiragana characters, the
performances of reading single Hiragana characters affect that of reading Hiragana words and anagram
spelling strongly, and which affect performances of Hiragana word-picture matching in 3.7 years to
5.5 years old kids.
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