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The study about molecular basis of alteration in social-reward responses
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Social reward is the reward derived from social interaction and may be
motivation to increase or continue the amicable social behaviors. The social reward can be involved
in social withdrawal that is frequently seen in the major depression or the typical pattern of
social interaction that found in the children with autistic spectrum disorders. Previously, | found
the reduced social reward response in 12, but not in 3 week old rats using conditioned place
preference paradigm. | used the Barnes maze and elevated-plus maze tests, and found the difficulties

to prove a hypothesis of the interaction of leaning, memory and anxiety-like behaviors with the
changes in social reward response. In addition, | identified tens of genes that may be involved in
the changes in social reward response, by comparing the gene expression in the frontal lobe of rats
of both ages.
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