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Social innovation that can solve regional social problems is essential for
the sustainability of economic and social activities in the region. In order to clarify the issues
of agricultural and rural development contributing to the induction of social innovation through
comparative analysis on social entrepreneurship, we conducted following two analyses: (1) role of
consumer cooperatives in the development of food system, (2) roles of social businesses and the
multi-functionality of agriculture in the sustainable development of regions.

As a result of research, it is clarified that (1) consumer cooperatives are required to have
governance innovation as social business in order to induce social innovation in modern food system
in Japan, and (2) mechanism of virtuous circle in which accumulation of social capital and social
businesses are promoted through the enhancement of multi-functionality of agriculture.
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