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Study on hygienic management of non-critical equipment associated with tube
feeding for guideline development

Sanzen, lkuyo

3,000,000

A questionnaire survey was administered to explore the hygiene management of
the containers and administration lines used for tube feeding in general and recovery wards
(including palliative wards) nationwide. It was found that a bottle-type container such as an
irrigator was used most often, and sodium hypochlorite solution was used most often for
disinfection, though the concentration of the solution and the time spent immersed in the solution
varied. Further, bacteriological investigations of tube-feeding equipment were conducted, and the
preparation and clean-up environment and hand hygiene behavior of staff at facilities that gave
consent were examined. Bacteria were detected in all preparation and clean-up environments.
Moreover, even if hands were washed before tube-feeding administration, there were cases in which
the time and method of hand washing were insufficient.
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