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Development of support database system for community health activity in Thailand
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Digitization of community health information is required in rural areas of

resource-poor countries for developing effective health policy and reducing workload. This study was
to develop a sustainable database to effectively collect and manage community health information
and nursing practice using a mixed method design. Phase 1 involved the development of a database
system through repeated systematic focus group discussions with community health nurses. Phase 2
involved a practical trial examination of the developed system.

A nursing database system was developed with templates designed for the major health problems of
communities. The templates were composed of multiple-choice items and a free text field that allowed
for records to be more detailed than handwritten records, and to be maintained in standardized
formats. This makes it possible to accumulate data that were less likely to be influenced by the

variance of ability in each nurse.
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