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In vivo suppression of apoptosis signaling using mRNA therapeutics for the
treatment of ischemic diseases
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Introduction of pro-survival gene is an attractive strategy for treatment of
ischemic diseases, and mRNA therapeutics is a safe and promising methodology for this purpose.
While mRNA is subjected to nuclease degradation soon after in vivo delivery, we successfully solved
this issue by encapsulating mRNA into biocompatible polyplex micelles. Then, we attempted treatment
of hind limb ischemia by delivering mRNA encoding myr-Akt, a pro-survival factor, using Bolyﬁlex
micelles. The treatment resulted in significant recovery of blood flow in mouse hind limb. The

mRNA-based pro-survival factor introduction is a promising strategy for the treatment of various
diseases accompanying enhanced cell death, including ischemic diseases.

mRNA



¥ X C—19,. F—19—1.

1. WFEBAES IO 5

TR b= AOTUENE, iR S, R
%ﬁ%%%muwtbtﬁ%<@%%ﬁﬁ

WL TWa, LT R b—v RHF D
Ai NS DOEBICK L TH 7RI & 7
BN, KLU 0)31‘/1@%25 NS 5] SOFAN
THE LD B AR ED, &mﬁ%ﬁ%m:
A N OBLS/HD BREBEITZ V), 2K LT,
HHIOR T2 & O TEANTSHZ L T,
RPN Ll 72 T TR ZMEA NS 5
oD ZERWREESND, EROBIRTIHHRT
ILFEIZ DNA OEARRFI SN TE7, L
L. ZO%HA. BA L DNA BMERAIZHR
A NIAD T ) A~FREAS D EREDR S
%o 17 AR b=V RAKF%=2— K32 DNA
BEAT LA, 7 AMEASIUZ DNA 3
EEIFHS D & TOMaE N AL ST D]
REMENRH |
T T, ZOXIRERMEDIRNA Y
¥ —(m)RNA OE TOHLT R b — T ARFD
BAEER L,

— 5 T, mRNA [ ZAERN THCN R BER )
iR 252 HIEDS, RODRIEFME A AT 5728
F® in vivo BEAIIREE L ST 7=, :2}’L
R LT, BaIdAEREAMERY ~—, R
=F LY a—L(PEG) CEDLNI-ED T
F /7 2B mRNA #NESE5Z L T,
IS OMBED RIS L TV B (R 1,
PLoS One 2013, 8: €56220), & 512, in vivo
5B W T, oR ) ~—0f5E 2 H
W72 mRNA U7 &t T, 7/ 3181
1, ZeVE, mRNA B AZhSRIZE L TR ERC
BN HEEA RLTWS, £2C, Z0F/
TEALEHNTHT R b= XK+ mRNA
AT HZ LT, HHaMREOER Y B
L7z,

Z OEEARIS IEHER TILZR W,

sfELT=z
~ mMRNA
)‘Jt/“/‘\'—RNA
(mRNA) >_’
RYIFLUSYa—)L
(PEG)
7:!;94#!‘“1*
BaFF/5EN

1 59FF/ It PECERI BTF A

Mo b7 ey 7LEARE mRNA 2EST

% Z & T, FEITPEG, FLLERSYIC mRNA A Ff
DESTF ) IRADFEMEINS,

2. WHEDBM

PLED X 9 75 B iSOV T, ARFFE T
PL7 AR b= ZA[K+ mRNA ##7/ 2L
EHWE FTREOEMERBEEE B E L
T2 ARHEIT UIE UITHERIFOEMLE & Vo
T AR B NRIR & 220 | KR, T, R
JH & W o TIER D720 ATEDOE(QOL) K
LK FT B, — 5T, BEEFEORFETIT
DIRNEREG LT, B RIBRIERRD

Z—19., CK—19 (Jtm)

NTW5b, £, AW CENTERENED
h#ﬁn\MEi%b FAEE L N o 72 F DA,
DM B~DREE L AJRETH 5,
AWFFETIE, £9. FKED EHEZFAL
TR ENTFIETHDI NN, KA F 0
A% AV mRNA O PR~ A % it
L=(E 2), £, :@%%%%%t%@?
fe~D mRNAE AR A2 i KITT D72
%/it»m#®ﬁ@k%ﬁotoﬁwf
it I+ I, iR =T A
K+ mRNA Z## LT, FTHELET 1~
U AT AIRRICE Y AT,

OBm#HEEE, b
HIIERRERERE

Q#IRNIZZE
. | (300 W)DMRNATE &
| Z2E(5seq)lCiRE

HEHKEDLRIZED
SHEERIZEMRNAT /N1 —

K 2 /N FOFZAFIHREIZKDTERA
@ mRNA & A

ZIZTE, PR P RK T E LT Akt
DIEFIEMEERIKTH D myr-akt & iz,
Akt IZHLT R N — A P ETEEALT S
721372 < . mTOR > 7 F L DIEML A 1T L
O & LTEEANRERR RSN,

Fo, A Fa A F 37 RETOR0RE
MR TFETHY ., koK A%ZHiET E
T, L VIRBEREIRN DO G X
HIEWNEEND, 2T, 2FEER DS
J I BAREFICELTYH, HFEZBA LT,

3. WDk
(1) mRNA o7

mRNA |77 2 3 K DNA (pDNA) D #5#Y
£ » . Ambion #: # mMESSAGE
mMACHINE T7 Ultra Kit # H\T 1in
vitro frEIC X VFRM L7z, S E LT, T7
TrEe—& T, FrNEa— NS &
%12 120 bp @ poly A/T Bt% % ¢, > pDNA %
AWA Z LT, 120 base @ poly A B4 & £F
> mRNA % 7 U 7= (Sef Rep. 2015,
5:15810 2 ),

Q) mmfr/2 ‘lZ/l/@.ﬁi

PEG AR Y T A
(poly[N™-[N-(2- amlnoethyl) 2-aminoethyl]a
spartamide], PAsp(DET)) 725725 7 1 4
7 HEAK L mRNA Z+-Bftt 4 TREG
THZETH/ ST L=, R L?L’
T/ I RAOREEIT, BIRDEEEIEICT 50



nm fBETho7z,

@) vAR—¥—REBRIcLr\muoTT/Ik
IS D Al

L7 =5 —F (Luc)mRNA % VN, mRNA #¢
H#% O TRAAIZE T 2 Lue FBLEZ FRIEIC
F 7 I v EFEORELEITS T,
mRNA 10 pg Z&te) / I B ABERE A
Rae XA I 7 AFECLVEEL, TDHED
Luc BB ELY, AX-~7 2L 0 R4 BI%
T& 53 E (VIS imaging system)iZ L 0 | #%
IRFAIZBLEE LTz,

(4) FREIMLET /L~ 2 OVERL HEREILAH
FREmMET LV E LT, KERENFRIRENL &
RIEREEN AR 2 fh 2k T~ 5 € 7 /L (X 8a) & KAl
FNERIRITAL & fitk 3 2 5 V(X 8b) & ERL L
72 BMORREX, BEWN Ny 77 —1E%H
WCER L, B oM & 2 e L
TaMi L7z, 2 FEEOET VICEIL T, X 8b
DFETZE LTI RWEMAFHE X
T2 Enn, IBERERTH 20 HEEZ AW,

X3 FTREMETILIIADER

(5) TRMEEER

myr-akt BE mRNA 10 ng # &t/ It
NRRENA Fa A7 ZAECL )&
H L7, 201 B%ICmE OFREEEITV, £
DA% R 1ML 0 3T 24T - 7=,

4. WFoERE
(1) F 7 BRSO KiEL

7 =7 —F Lue)mRNA % v,
mRNA 5% O TR 5 Luc 38
BAEEIC) 7 2 VRSt o R L&
1To72. £ .0 FEN 12k, 23k, 42k ® PEG
ZEioF I AR L PEG $4RICEET
LHatEtT o7, T &, B8 PEG ZHW
S ARICEWEENE LN, ZDOA =R
AIZBAL T, PEG#HZMET S22 LT, X7
L7 —PDHEAIC LD mRNA BRSO,
o7 =F 3t OAEICLD T/ 'L
DBz B SHEERENI L L7720 TH D &
i shiz, LIk 42k PEG OF / 2 &L %
-,

BT, 7ry 7 EAEKLE mRNA OR
BHICE L THORE Lz, 72 &+t
> 7T, Luc BHELEM L=, — 5T,
+H- L EEENTHZ T AT A MR v —

WCEERT D MMEEME L BN 5720, LIk
+-tt 4 DR DT ) 2| ERWE, £,
ZOF 7 IvANBELS Lue BRI,
mRNA B 5 %217 - 7285650, il O#Es
FHEARKCTHLIRIZF LA I 2H
Wiesa Ll 10 UL EEm, 2 Tk
ZHAWAZ LT in vivo RFTEEIZB W THE
7z mRNA EANEEZELND Z ENHL
meEror,

F7-. Luc BEOFHMICEHLTH, =D
LB AR BIET 5 2 & THMIE L 7=,
TAHE. 1 BEMERECDE > T TA 2L
DS MNE o7, ZOFRERIT. RO
PEDOBLAT. mRNA AN X 27 E OEHE
B LERTENE-FERTH D Z & 2R
LT 5,

(2) FREIMET LV~ 7 21253 5 I5EE
B
W FRERE I 7 v~ w7 2|2kt 5 159
TR AZ1T > 72, myr-akt FH mRNA % &5
L7clEE, Ny 77 =25 LTEHCR VT,
B O M2 FRE L L, ok
AR LTz, 75 &, WTILORET b RREF
WA EORIENB LN S DD,
myr-akt mRNA & 58T, EiL 1 A%, 70
BB T X 0 s I & o [[11E 200 R 2 3R
O 4), itk Ok~ 72K O s
ENH SRR, M ESHERF SN D

EEINT,

=®=myr-akt
* =Om),)ffer
TET
09
o *
=
it
X
IIII![I
#5508 |
H
0.7 L L
0 slﬁﬂlfﬁﬁﬁw 15

4 myr-akt mRNA EAZOTERMEE &
B Ry 7o =B CEEZHE L, Sl
RO EEL 2R LT, *<0.05

(3) Ly mRNA #5#7/ I B ok
7t
PLED X 5ZHhi 7T R F— AF¥ mRNA
ERHWD Z LT, FREIMmIZR L CIREHR
DEOLND ZENHLMNE RSN, 22T
AWlndg Red 4 F 37 AEFe0EE
W72 55 TH D, [FROBERIGHZ B L
TiE, LV IREREZREFHIRND D O 512



KDWRENRLEEN D, RiEGTIEEs L
T 2B MTER IR B ET S
N, BREEEOLAIE, EMIRICEIET D
F oM., kT T mRNA OEEESRZS
SHERH L, LN T, 285 TILE
AT 5O LT, IVRERED T
TN ERHTILERD D,

I T, BFEERDF ) I vk
LTCUTF 2 >OHERS TR FLA7Z(X 5), (8
W 1) 7 vy 7 EARORY T4 5y
WBIL T, ZHETRY 7 AT XU AIEH
W27 2= F L 2 Al 0 R LA A R
2 PAsp(DET) Z W TV =23, Z Dfk 0 K L
B3, 4 FIOLOLELE TR Lz, (B
W 2) 7 v v 7 LELHED o KFIZa L AT
1 —/L(Cho) & A Effi7 5 Z & T, BR/KMEM
HEEHAICEDF ) I vra7 ez rEelbss
Yl

(BB81) hF A BAOREL
TS/ TEUBEORYRLH

(0]
R
‘GN }NHZ 2[q] \/\N/\/NHZ
H H H
(o)

3[E \/\N/\’N\/\NHZ
H

H
HN 4B so~sySNeAyASNH:
R H H
\ v )
JWWWE A NN
RNA
TOvoREEK "

F/3t)L

5 mRNA £5EB50-0DESFF/ 2t
VDR TE(LERE

F7, MIEHF TORESE SR % E & PCR 1%
TR L& Z A, AF AU EmIcBLT
MR LEN 2RO DL AT, 3,4 [B0D
b O CEEEMMIED ] E 23R 7=, £7-. Chol
FHEEMIC L VBRI S blcm b L, &
I, IR ARIOLDIZE LT, w7 A
BHIRE S L, 2.5 %ok d To
mRNA EfFEELZ /=& 24, Chol EAE
fiL TVt I ELTEH, mRNA Bk -
He 1,500 {f R i P 1 B s s L 7= (1K
6), =52, Chol & EAiL7-HDTIX, K
EffFDHA L T, 3 0L E mRNA FBFEE

N ELZ, 20X eFEEITBWTY,

WL P2 EMEEZRTF ) 2B ADORREIC
BRI L7, o8B, 2@ mRNA ##7F/ I*&
NEFRWNT, FEESAK FTEBEET L~ T A

DIFFICHRIILIZZ b, AV AT AT
BRI+ B0 R 7 BB NG
53D Z &Ny o 72 (Biomaterials 2016,
82: 221-228), Z i F THAMNMIICIREE - Sh
T/ mRNA 25 EHIZ X255 BIRFICK
Ih L7 RSB RIT T E TH D,

6000

N
o
o
o

N
o
o
o

mMRNAREE (/mRNAE{E)

mRNAEL{K Chol ()  Chol (+)
F/3tIL

X 6 MRNA £ B 5% 0mbHEE 2.5 5%

W2 cEE LTS mRNA &% B & PCR 15

W CHIE

H%IE. 20X 2 HEER O mRNA
BT/ 2 vrE, THRELZIZCODE L
BMMEERE~LIGHT A TETH D, I
AL CITARRE IS, B e TTHE L
TWBT=D, TR INEIRPICERE T2 2
ERIMENTRY mRNAHEHET /I LY
BEA~ERET 2 Z 08 sn D, &5,
T I AREICBTASFFRNICHEST D
Uy REHE#HETDZ LT, E£EEESBIC
M ECcE5AREL L B D,

(4) FEwm

AW TIE, b3 =7/ it
7R b= AKF mRNA Z## L. 1 R
nXAF I AEICLY T R FEA~RS
95 Z LT, FERIMmE BRI U CIREREhE
ERRDZ BT Lz, £, s TL
T.mRNA 25 58F 7 I L OBIICEH
B L2 e, 5%, ZOVATAET
e ImEBE~EINHT 2 LT, K IKREE
7R FETOIRBENRAIREL 720 | FERO RIS
FA~BETE 52 RN S,

5. ERRERWLE
(WFFEERA . DHIEoHRH M O IE (12
=S

CMERERmsC) (G 16 17F)



S. Uchida, N. Yoshinaga, K. Yanagihara, E.
Yuba, K. Kataoka, K. Itaka, Designing
immunostimulatory ~ double  stranded
messenger RNA  with  maintained
translational activity through hybridization
with poly a sequences for effective
vaccination. Biomaterials 150 162-170
(2018)

(DOI: 10.1016/j.biomaterials.2017.09.033)
N. Yoshinaga, T. Ishii, M. Naito, T. Endo, S.
Uchida, H. Cabral, K. Osada, K. Kataoka,
Polyplex micelles with
phenylboronate/gluconamide  crosslinking
in the core exerting promoted gene
transfection through spatiotemporal
responsivity to intracellular pH and ATP
concentration. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 139 (51)
18567-18575 (2017)

(DOI: 10.1021/jacs.7b08816)

Y. Anraku, H. Kuwahara, Y. Fukusato, A.
Mizoguchi, T. Ishii, K. Nitta, Y. Matsumoto,
K. Toh, K. Miyata, S. Uchida, K. Nishina,
K. Osada, K. Itaka, N. Nishiyama, H.
Mizusawa, T. Yamasoba, T. Yokota, K.
Kataoka, Glycaemic control  boosts
glucosylated nanocarrier crossing the BBB
into the brain. Nat. Commun. 8 1001
(2017)

(DOI: 10.1038/541467-017-00952-3)

D.-J. Lee, E. Kessel, T. Lehto, X. Liu, N.
Yoshinaga, K. Padari, Y.-C. Chen, S.
Kempter, S. Uchida, J. O. Réadler, M.
Pooga, M.-T. Sheu, K. Kataoka, E. Wagner,
Systemic delivery of folate-PEG siRNA
lipopolyplexes with enhanced intracellular
stability for in vivo gene silencing in
leukemia. Bioconjugate Chem. 28 (9)
2393-2409 (2017) (DOI:
10.1021/acs.bioconjchem.7b00383)

F. Perche, S. Uchida, H. Akiba, C.-Y. Lin,
M. Ikegami, A. Disrala, T. Nakashima, K.
Itaka, K. Tsumoto, K. Kataoka, Improved
brain expression of anti-amyloid B scFv by
complexation of mRNA including a
secretion sequence with PEG-based block
catiomer. Curr. Alzheimer Res. 14 (3)
295-302 (2017)

(DOI:
10.2174/1567205013666161108110031)
Q. Chen, K. Osada, Z. Ge, S. Uchida, T. A.
Tockary, A. Dirisala, A. Matsui, K. Toh, K.
M. Takeda, X. Liu, T. Nomoto, T. Ishii, M.
Oba, Y. Matsumoto, K. Kataoka, Polyplex
micelle installing intracellular
self-processing functionalities without free
catiomers for safe and efficient systemic
gene therapy through tumor vasculature
targeting. Biomaterials 113 253-265 (2016)
(DOI: 10.1016/j.biomaterials.2016.10.042)

7.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

S. Uchida, K. Hayakawa, T. Ogata, S.
Tanaka, K. Kataoka, K. Itaka, Treatment of
spinal cord injury by an advanced cell
transplantation technology using
brain-derived neurotrophic
factor-transfected mesenchymal stem cell
spheroids. Biomaterials 109 1-11 (2016)
(DOI: 10.1016/j.biomaterials.2016.09.007)
C.-Y. Lin, F. Perche, M. Ikegami, S.
Uchida, K. Kataoka, K. Itaka, Messenger
RNA-based therapeutics for brain diseases:
An animal study for augmenting clearance
of  beta-amyloid by  intracerebral
administration of neprilysin mRNA loaded
in polyplex nanomicelles. J. Control.
Release 235 268-275 (2016)

(DOI: 10.1016/j.jconrel.2016.06.001)

S. Uchida, H. Kinoh, T. Ishii, A. Matsui, T.
A. Tockary, K. M. Takeda, H. Uchida, K.
Osada, K. Itaka, K. Kataoka, Systemic
delivery of messenger RNA for the
treatment of pancreatic cancer using
polyplex nanomicelles with a cholesterol
moiety. Biomaterials 82 221-228 (2016)
(DOI: 10.1016/j.biomaterials.2015.12.031)
H. Uchida, K. ITtaka, S. Uchida, T. Ishii, T.
Suma, K. Miyata, M. Oba, N. Nishiyama,
K. Kataoka, Synthetic polyamines to
regulate mRNA translation through the
preservative  binding of  eukaryotic
initiation factor 4E to the cap structure. J.
Am. Chem. Soc. 138 (5) 1478-1481 (2016)
(DOI: 10.1021/jacs.5b11726)

H. Aini, K. Itaka, A. Fujisawa, H. Uchida,
S. Uchida, S. Fukushima, K. Kataoka, T.
Saito, U. -I. Chung, S. Ohba, Messenger
RNA delivery of a cartilage-anabolic
transcription factor as a disease-modifying
strategy for osteoarthritis treatment. Sci.
Rep. 6 18743 (2016)

(DOI: 10.1038/srep18743)

A. Matsui, S. Uchida (co-first), T. Ishii, K.
Itaka, K. Kataoka, Messenger RNA-based
therapeutics  for the treatment of
apoptosis-associated diseases. Sci. Rep. 5
15810 (2015)

(DOI: 10.1038/srep15810)

Y. Li, K. Osada, Q. Chen, T. A. Tockary, A.
Dirisala, K. M. Takeda, S. Uchida, K.
Nagata, K. Itaka, K. Kataoka, Toroidal
packaging of pDNA into block ionomer
micelles exerting promoted in vivo gene
expression. Biomacromolecules 16 (9)
2664-2671 (2015)

(DOI: 10.1021/acs.biomac.5b00491)

T. Okuda, Y. Suzuki, Y. Kobayashi, T. Ishii,
S. Uchida, K. Itaka, K. Kataoka, H.
Okamoto, Development of biodegradable
polycation-based inhalable dry gene




15.

16.

(=& G

1.

powders by spray freeze drying.
Pharmaceutics 7 (3) 233-254 (2015)

(DOI: 10.3390/pharmaceutics7030233)

K. Ttaka, S. Uchida, A. Matsui, K.
Yanagihara, M. Tkegami, T. Endo, T. Ishii,
K. Kataoka, Gene transfection toward
spheroid cells on micropatterned culture
plates for  genetically-modified cell
transplantation. JoVE 101 €52384 (2015)
(DOI: 10.3791/52384)

S. Uchida, K. Kataoka, K. Itaka, Screening
of mRNA chemical modification to
maximize protein expression with reduced
immunogenicity. Pharmaceutics 7 (3)
137-151 (2015)

(DOI: 10.3390/pharmaceutics7030137)

8 1)

NEHEL &S5 FItBArZH0EAY
U —RNA T U — HEF
R 7 B ACONM/MM A [ T
Fy NT—27 29412 A 12 H 44
ZNEJNIET - (FRFRRTH)

WHEE L. = s B8, F—Rl 7=
v 7 SLEAK I B EBENET BT
OSERHE A AEREIRERE 2 [
HELS P28 411 A 16 A HEEE
fifilx (k)

S. Uchida, H. Kinoh, T. Ishii, A. Matsui, H.

Uchida, K. Itaka, K. Kataoka.
Development of polyplex nanomicelles for
systemic  messenger RNA  delivery
targeting  pancreatic cancer. Gorden
Research Conference (Drug Carriers in
Medicine & Biology) “F-fk 28 48 H 8 H
Waterville Valley, NH, USA

NHEE L, S, aHRZ, WHE
R ASIERK i, AL SR, Ao —R =
VAT a—VEMiT 2 A AT
mRNA 425 # 512 K 5 B 23 2 16 5%
%5 32 M A A DDS “Faafiitiss ok
28 4F 6 1 30 [ i) V] i

S. Uchida, H. Kinoh, T. Ishii, A. Matsui, T.
A. Tockary, K. M. Takeda, H. Uchida, K.
Osada, K. Itaka, K. Kataoka
Anti-angiogenic therapy for pancreatic
cancer by systemic delivery of messenger
RNA using polyplex nanomicelle. ASGCT
19th Annual Meeting *F-5% 28 425 H 6 H
Washington, DC, USA

WNHEE L, SR, aHRE, AR
fiii, ALEESE, A —Hl mRNA O4L
BHCRT ema T/ 2B OR%E
& RS AABIRA~ OIS 55 37 I AA
NAF~T UTNVERRE AL 2T
1WA9H  FHEE AL

S. Uchida, A. Matsui, K. Kataoka, K. Itaka.

Messenger RNA-based therapy for an
apoptosis-related disease in the liver.
ESGCT Congress 2015 *F-5% 27 49 H 17

H Helsinki, Finland

8. S. Uchida, A. Matsui, K. Itaka, K. Kataoka.
Messenger RNA (mRNA)-based gene
therapy for introducing anti-apoptotic
factor. ASGCT 18th Annual Meeting /%
2945 H 15 H New Orleans, LA, USA

(X&) G 110

1. AEEL e, FE—0 &1
F I vAEZHWIEAEEKA~D in vivo
mRNA TV NRNY — AF XL —23
T Y W —F 5 T D E TR
MOOK30 5 4, ZHFHEIZFED 158 728
(T TEIE— IRFTHFIE & 5 B D@ A=W
L R RS AT 4 IV Ry KB
119-124 (2016)

(PEZEY PERE)

Opkyt G 214)

7 . mR N Af@E RO E b ik
O NE B, A R, Kk EA,
AN 35y

MR« UK

FREE - AR

&5 KrE 2016-252488

HEEFEH B Rk 28412 A 27 H
ENA ORI EN

A mRNAUZF

O NE B, fE Esl, i —H
MR« UK

FRAE « B

&5 KFE 2016-252487

HEEFEH B Rk 28412 A 27 H
ENA ORI EN

(Z Dfh)
R BR— A
https://researchmap. jp/suchida/

6. WFFTHHR

(D) WFgef s

WNH %+ (UCHIDA, Satoshi)

WK « KB TR mF et - ReTBh#
MEEHZS: 20710726



