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The purpose of this study is to identify the relation between policy
conflicts and faction conflicts within the Foreign Ministry of pre-war Japan through examination of
career paths of diplomats. In so doing, the present study analyzes the personnel affairs in the
Ministry, focusing on the confrontation between the head office and the Imperial Japanese Office at
the seat of the League of Nations, over the diplomacy with the League. The findings indicate that
the diplomats working at the Imperial Japanese Office had a specific career pattern, and that this
particular pattern disagreed with the career patterns followed by their associates who advanced to
executive posts at the head office. Accordingly, the analysis suggests that the differences in
career paths gave rise to different policy orientations and, subsequently, factions, and that there
used to be a policy-oriented group which should be categorized as the “ pro-League of Nations
faction” in the pre-war Foreign Ministry.
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