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This study aims to clarify the problems in the aesthetic debates between
intentionalst and anti-intentionalist. It consists of (1) reexamination of the aesthetic debates,
(2) research on the Japanese Postwar Art, especially, Akasegawa Genpei®s work and texts, (3)
investigation of the interpretative practices by art historians, (4) study of the concept of
intention in philosophy.

These considerations make it clear that philosophers of art, unlike artists, art historians, and
philosophers, overestimate the role of authorial intention in interpretation. It leads us to
reconsider the role of intention, not as conclusive evidence, but as one of the various sources for

interpretation.
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