(®)
2015 2018

Differences in Interactive Usage of Japanese Recipient Response Tokens
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This study highlights differences in interactive usage between "un"™ and "
hai, two recipient response tokens available in the Japanese language. Prior research in the fields
of Japanese language and Japanese language education suggests that the difference in usage between
the two response tokens is merely one of politeness. However, when the actual data were analyzed in

this study, when the speakers use self-initiated repair (Schegloff, Jefferson & Sacks 1977) to
supplement the special information for recipients, another at the end of the repair sequence, it was
observed to switch to the response token. Thus it is differentiated between the tokens on the basis

of context.
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