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I have been carrying out research on the transformation of discourses
surrounding Shinran in modern Japan, particularly their relationship to Marxism, and found the
following.

In the egrly suihei (“ leveling” ) movement, an image of Shinran was formed in the context of its
intellectual affinity for Marxism. This provided spiritual mobility for the liberation movement.
With the advent of the anti-religion movement, Shinran thought was then dissolved by the “ religion
as opiate” view and understood as an ideology that serves the ruling class. In the context of
religiously colored tenko; (political conversion), Shinran was seen as a basis for drawing out
subservience to the emperor system state. After World War 11, this understanding was reversed, and
people constructed via Shinran positions critical of the pre-war emperor system state.
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