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Poiticisation of Religion and Sectarianisation of Politics in the Middle East
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This research project aimed to disclose the reasons and background on why
the so-called sectarian conflicts have prevailed in all over the Middle East since the middle of
2000s. Cases typical are the civil war in Irag (2006-07), extreme intolerance of IS against the
other sects during their control over Iraq and Syria (2014-17), and ongoing “ New Cold War” in the
Middle East, inflamed by Saudi Arabia and Iran. During three-years project, research team, composed
of the researchers on lIraq, Lebanon, Iran, Yemen, Arab Gulf monarchies, conducted the field
researches in the targeted regions, using various methodologies, such as opinion poll and media
analysis. During the project period, International Workshop was organized inviting prominent
political scientists including F. Haddad, M. Valbjorn, and M.0. Jones. Their contributed chapters
were included in our book titled “ Sectarian Issues in the Contemporary Middle East” , published
from Koyo Shobo in March 2019.
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