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Construction of Japanese language learner corpus through overseas collaboration
and applied studies to language acquisition and education
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The purpose of this study was to publish a Japanese language learners
corpus of large quantity and excellent quality, based on data collected from Japanese language
learners in 20 different regions of the world. This data was collected and transcribed over the
course of 8 years, beginning in 2012, and was published in 5 different segments, each comprised of
data from 200 learners.

As a result of this study, we 1) constructed a corpus named the International Corpus of Japanese as
a Second Language (1-JAS) comprised of data collected from 1000 Japanese language learners who are
native speakers of 12 different languages, as well as 50 native Japanese speakers; 2) conducted
learners’  corpus study group sessions, workshops, and symposiums on a regular basis; and 3) gave
presentations in Japan and abroad based on this research, as well as published a book that
summarizes the contents of the 1-JAS.
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