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Re-examination of the formation process of medieval Japanese culture and
technology through the study of stone structures ; from the perspective of the
history of East Asian exchange.
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Japan Stone structures began to be built mainly in Kinai region in the 8th
centuries under the influence of China and Korea. In the 9th century, stone pots and stone Buddhas
began to be made in Kyushu, and stone pagodas and cliff Buddhas in the Kanto and Tohoku regions. By
the late 12th century, new stone pagodas appeared in the Kinai region, Kyushu and Tohoku, and in the

late 13th century, descendants of Chinese stone masons who invited in the reconstruction project of

Todaiji temple began to produce advanced stone structures.

Japanese stone structures adopted some of the Chinese techniques, but developed its own techniques
and environment. In the late 13th century, sea traders brought Sung style stone structures, mainly
from the west coast of Kyushu, but its influence was limited, and stone structures with regional
colors developed throughout the Japanese archipelago, except Ryukyu.Japan took Chinese culture,
modified it and developed it in its own way.
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