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This research project illuminates the structure of economic interdependence,

international security, and domestic nationalism during the first term of the Tsai Ing-wen
administration in Taiwan. The project provides answers to the puzzle of why, despite increased
Cross-Straight trade and investment, the relations have deteriorated. First, China failed to
transfer Taiwan’ s economic dependence on China to the general public’ s support of the
pro-unification KMT due in part to sporadic economic sanctions toward Taiwan which were ineffective.
Second, China applied strong diplomatic and military pressure on Taiwan, but such tactics only
invited stronger U.S. support for Taiwan, in fact improving Taiwan’ s security and making the
Taiwanese people feel even safer. Third, deterioration of Hong Kong' s freedom triggered strong
Taiwanese antipathy and nationalism against China. Consequently, President Tsai and the DPP won a
landslide victory in the 2020 presidential and legislative elections.
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