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Study on long-term geomagnetic field variations during the last 10 million years
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A continuous geomagnetic paleointensity record during the last 8 million
years was obtained uising marine sediment cores. Influence of sediment lithology variations on
relative paleointensity estimations was evaluated and corrected. No discernible relation was found
among mean paleointensity, polarity length, and polarity for this time interval. From inclination
anomaly averaged over each polarity chron, the presence of a small polarity bias was confirmed for
the last 5 million years. A shift of the sign of the inclination anomaly may have occurred before
about 6 million years.
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