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Restructuring of Land-water Networks and Socio-ecological Environment in the
Congo Basin
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In the Congo Basin countries, the land and water transportation system has
been disrupted by the recent civil war. The purpose of this research is to clarify the process of
reorganization of the transportation by local residents. For water transportation, we conducted an
“ action research” 1in the form of boat trip to Mbandaka city, and for land transportation, we
investigated the "long-distance walking trade" to Kisangani. We also clarified how manufacturing
trade products (distilled liquor, dried caterpillars, etc.) have impact on the forest environment.
Further we analyzed the social relationships of local associations that support their manufacturing
and transportation. As the results, we wrote academic papers and made presentations, and then
published to the public a book "Congo: Connecting Forest and River".
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