(®)
2016 2018

Mind perception and morality: the case of autism
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This study investigated how autistic and non-autistic individuals perceive
the minds of various animate and inanimate entities and to what extent they consider mental states
in making moral judgements.

The pattern of mind perception was similar between the two groups. Additionally, strong correlations
between mind perception and moral judgments were observed in both the autistic and non-autistic

groups.

On the other hand, there were differences in considering mental states in moral judgement between

groups. In an additional experiment, autistic and non-autistic individuals evaluated an actor’ s
intent differently. Also, compared to non-autistic individuals, autistic individuals tended to rely
less on information about intent and more on information about the extent of damage in moral

Jjudgement. These could explain why autistic and non-autistic individuals show the differences in
moral judgement when intent and outcome information conflict.
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