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Considering that democracies have not always supported promotion of sexual

minorities’ rights in Southeast Asia, we came up with two arguments. First, inconsistent and
diverse ways that the states treat sexual minorities can be understood by focusing how dominant
forces utilize sexual minorities as a symbol to boost their legitimacy when they exercise hegemony
of “ good nation, citizens, and families” over civil society. Since sexual minorities can be used
as a symbol of either progress, market profits and democracy, or moral decay, they are convenient
for dominant forces. Second, diverse practices of sexual minorities for dignity, rights, and
livelihoods can be understood from the perspective of how they are trying to address the hegemony of
“ good citizens, citizens, and families.” It ranges from participation, redefinition, and
destruction.
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