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Revitalization of Japanese agriculture, forests, and regions by utilizin? the
traditional knowledge of swidden cultivation: Building a livelihood mode
according to regional characteristics
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This research focuses on swidden cultivation as a livelihood that
organically connects food, forests, and local regions. Making the best use of the ecological
resources that sleep in the local hilly and mountainous areas, we aim to revitalize agriculture,
satoyama-forest, and the local regions by practicing swidden cultivation.

Researchers in several fields such as agriculture, ecology, anthropology, and area studies
collaborated and practiced swidden cultivation to restore the traditional techniques and knowledges
inherited from swidden cultivation. In addition, we accumulated data on changes in soil fertility
after burning, growth of weeds, and fallow vegetation recovery, and conducted scientific
verification of traditional knowledge.Utilizing these research results, we presented a regional
activation model that creates a virtuous cycle of people, goods, money, and information by slashing
and burning of abandoned forests and enhancing regional branding of swidden turnips.
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