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This project aims to reinterpret East Asian philosophy of Emptiness in terms

of contemporary philosophy and logic, asking if it commits dialetheism, according to which some,
but not all, contradictions are true. It concludes, for instance, that, for Sanlun school of Chinese
Buddhism, emptiness means the trans-dichotomous of the reality, and can be expressed as
contradictions in our language. On the other, Tientai School developed the concept of emptiness as
three truths, and effectively claimed that the reality is free of any conceptual distinctions, but
instead, contradictory in that it has some contradictory conceptual properties. Late Nishida
advocated the logic of absolutely contradictory self-identity, that can be taken as his variant of
emptiness. It can be interpreted as non-transitive identity, and be shown to imply some true
contradictions. Here true contradiction means not merely non-duality but also productivity of basic
ontological entities such as the world, and self.
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