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Comprehensive re-investigation into_the notion of realism based on comparative
analysis of representations of realities in various artistic genres
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This project started with a historical analysis of the notion of realism in
wider fields of arts including photography, film, and music, with a particular focus on
international comparison of the different forms of social realism. It also critically inspected the
notion of “ reality effect” (R. Barthes) against the history of thoughts, as it examined how bodies

are affected by the techniques of expressing realities, taking various examples such as the ways
the reality space is (re)constructed in contemporary arts and manga; the affective power of gestures

in performance and bodily art; or the virtuality of the reality of theatrical space. Drawing on the

results of these examinations, the project then further widened its scope to include such topics as

refabrication of artworks and theories of gendered bodies, to investigate the shift in our sense of

reality in the contemporary media environment and how it has expressed itself in the artistic
fields as realism.
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