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"Representations of "Otani” in the Illustrated Biography of Priest Kakunyo
(Bokie): The People and Religious Spaces of Early Period Hongwanji
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This study focuses on Boki-e, a mid-14th century pictorial biography of
the monk Kakunyo, the third abbot of Nishi Honganji. Through an analysis of how the people and
places in Kakunyo' s life were depicted, the goal was to elucidate why the scrolls were made. First,

we did a close comparative analysis of the Boki-e text with Saishu kyojyu ekotoba, a contemporary
biography of Kakunyo composed by his disciple. Second, we examined the portrayal in Boki-e of key
architectural spaces associated with Kakunyo, such as the settings for the poetry gatherings he
hosted, his private retreats, or Otani Mausoleum in Kyoto’ s Higashiyama district. We found that the

Boki-e scrolls made use of textual and visual images that would have been familiar to Honganji
adherents and other Kyoto residents of the day, creating a persuasive reality of sacred space that
would foster their acceptance of Kakunyo and his successors as legitimate spiritual leaders in the
Kyoto cultural milieu.
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