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The present study, a joint project in which seven researchers in the
Kyushu district joined together, is an investigation of the politics of homeland in American
literature. Focusing on the issues of “ border crossing” and “ belonging,” we tried to clarify
what politics were working in the process of the formation, transformation, disintegration, and
reconstruction of American national identity by examining several writers of the various periods,
areas, and literary genres in American literature with “ homeland” as a keyword. The writers and
subjects taken up were H.D. Thoreau Mark Twain, William Faulkner, Karen Tei Yamashita, Guillermo
Verdecchia, and American SF films. As an achievement of our studies, we published a collection of
essays titled The Politics of Homeland: Border Crossing and Belonging in American Literature.
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