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Switzerland during the Nazi era and the spiritual national defence: politics of
culture as to "adaptation or resistance"

HAYANAGI, Kazunori
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1938-39

Switzerland in the Nazi era was under the influence of two cultural
policies. One is the co-ordination policy by the Nazis. This has also brought cultural pressure to
Switzerland. The other is Switzerland®s unique cultural policy "spiritual national defense", which
was created in opposition to Nazis’ cultural policy. This aimed to emphasize the cultural
differences between Germany and Switzerland. The Zurich theater was initially the object of
criticism for "spiritual national defense" However, this theater reinterpreted the framework of "
spiritual national defense" from the perspective of "unity in diversity" in Switzerland since the
1938-39 season, gave the performance of the parable plays, in order to adapt to "spiritual national
defense"” and, at the same time, to produce a dramaturgy to criticize the Nazis.
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