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This research examined the diversity of expressives, also known as
ideophones, in Asia. Expressives are found widely in the world"s languages, but have been marginal
to the study of language and linguistics. The research consisted of teams working in East Asia,
South Asia and Southeast Asia, and focused on collecting and analyzing primary data from native
speakers in their daily linguistic environment. The languages researched included major languages
used in official capacity, as well as small, endangered languages. The project®s theoretical
contributions include meaning as networks of sensory perception, expressives as moral propositions,
and advances in the understanding of sound symbolism in selected Asian languages. The project has
Broduced a Dictionary of Mundari _Expressives, including meaning, examples and comparative data in

oth English and Japanese. An edited volume of 14 chapters entitled "Expressives of the South Asian
Linguistic Area" is under review for publication.
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