(®)
2016 2018

Research on Eurasian "mixed" languages with a focus on the typology of language
contacts and formations
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We reconsidered how languages in Eurasia have changed their linguistic
properties through language contacts in the light of “ mixed languages” , which is a key concept of
our project. After tentatively dividing Eurasia into five zones, i.e. East, West, South, North, and
Central, each member was assigned to one of them according to her or his linguistic specialty, and
worked on investigating the present situations of one or more mixed languages caused by language
contacts in the zone. In the investigations, we actively took the cultural or social elements Into
account. In addition to the living languages, we collected and analyzed the data of some languages
spoken in the past as well. Sharing our findings with each other, we consequently found it possible
to construct an initial model of the ecological aspects which the mixed Ian%uages will show at the
beginning of their new life. In our new project of Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research, we will go
on to work on the remaining issues.
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