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An Interdisciplinary Study on AINUSHIKKI (Lacquerware)

ASAKURA, Yuko

8,200,000

1898

1898

First of all, this study showed that the difference of the population of the

Ainu who were forced to work in the early years of Meiji determined the kinds and quantity of
transfer Shikki (lacquerware), which were connected with Jibun Kasegi, meaning the Ainu’ s
willingness to work for their own profit. Secondly, the study examined the documents concerning
Shikotan and all Shikki owned by the Sakhalin Reginal Museum. Additionally, coating pieces provided
by the Museum were scientifically analyzed, the results of which were reported at academic
conferences. Thirdly, the study clarified the kinds and characteristics of techniques of Shikki
based on production areas as well as the tendencies of Shikki by production age. Looking at Shikki,
the Ainu in Hokkaido were found not to lose their cultural power after 1898 when a Japanese law
named Protection Law of Hokkaido Aboriginals was enacted.
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