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Kirishitan Culture during the Ban on Christianity in Japan
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The "Kirishitan" devotional artifacts, consisting of handed-down and
excavated items remaining in Japan are often opaque in terms of production area and dates because of
the lack of documents during the 250-year ban on Christianity. Many medals may have been recast,
and the handed-down objects are a mixture of those brought by the Mission Etrangeres de Paris during
the re-mission period. In this study, we conducted interdisciplinary research of art history,
cultural property science, and archaeology based on the devotional medals extracted from the Girona
that sank in 1588, the excavated collection of the Crypta Balbi Museum (Rome) and the well-preserved
collection of the Vatican Library; we attempted to re-establish the function and meaning of the
domestic devotional artifacts. Although the field survey could not be conducted for the last two
years owing to the pandemic, it was possible to reveal various new aspects of the devotional objects

by rereading historical documents.
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