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In this project report, we make clear that community not after but before
death is important in the communal graves of senior citizen housing complexes and cooperatives,
hospital-lead funeral assistance endeavors, and other new forms of relationships that are not based
on conventional local or blood ties. Also, we discuss the emergence of new forms of representing the

dead such as digital portraits and online memorials. Additionally, we argue that the graves,
memorial tablets, and funerals that have been understood as “ traditional” are always changing in
accordance with social structures and living conditions and that we can only precisely grasp the
present-day situation by engaging in detailed historical examinations of such processes of change.
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