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The Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) and its industrial and
trade policies, which have received less academic attention since the 2000s. This project focuses on
METI with a view to the whole organizational history after the birth of the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry. Through oral history and literature interpretation, this project attempts to elucidate
the institutional foundations and soil of policy initiatives of this ministry. As a result, it is
clarified that METI is a new ministry outside the classic five-ministry framework of "Home Affairs,
Foreign Affairs, Justice, Finance, and Military Affairs,” a rare governmental organization that is a
catalyst for policy innovation. It has advanced policy development in recent years both on the

baiis of industrial policy and the global development of macroeconomic policy multilateral trade
policy.
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