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Analysis of politics, administration, and local communities in sparsely
populated and densely populated areas
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We conducted field surveys, mainly based on interviews with heads of local
governments, local council members, administrative officials, and residents, in depopulated areas
(Naka Town, Tokushima Prefecture) where "extinction" is feared, and in the Tokyo area (Toda City,
Saitama Prefecture and Inzai City, Chiba Prefecture) where "unipolar concentration™ of population
and economic core functions are progressing. We also conducted a questionnaire survey of residents
in Naka Town. Through these surveys, we empirically clarified the actual state of "autonomy" in each

region, i.e., the structure of local politics, administrative and fiscal conditions of the
governments, the current status and issues of education, medical care, and welfare policies, the
activities of resident organizations and groups, and their relationships with local governments.
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